SOME   IRISH   MEMBEHS

He is certainly well esteemed in the House of Commons
"by Tory politicians as well as by Liberals, and I have
never heard an unkindly word said of Mm by any but a
few, a very few, of his own countrymen.

John Dillon, as everybody knows, has lately resigned
the leadership of the Irish Nationalist Party in the
House of Commons, and has announced that he will not
allow himself to be put in nomination for any office in
the party during the existence of the present Parlia-
ment. It is no part of my plan in writing this book to
enter into consideration of any purely political ques-
tions : I shall only say that I feel well assured that he
had the "best public and patriotic reasons for thus vol-
untarily reducing himself to the ranks of his party, and
t               that I do not suppose he has taken the step with any-

|              thing like a light heart.   He remains at his post as an

\              active member of the Irish Nationalist party, and I feel

I               sure that his withdrawal from the position of leader

will not secure for him an additional hour of rest from
the active work of political life. He will still devote
himself, as he has ever done since he emerged from
boyhood, to the service of that cause which his father
served so unselfishly before him. No public man of his
time has had a more disinterested or a more honourable
career, and I think the voice of Great-Britain, as well
as of Ireland, would award him that praise.

Mr. Thomas Sexton must be included in this chapter,
although he has ceased, for the present, to be an Irish
member. He was an Irish member for fifteen years,
and he is still young enough to have a long career be-
fore him and popular enough with his countrymen to be
an Irish member again at any time when he may make
up his mind to return to Parliamentary life. During
his fifteen years of Irish membership Mr. Sexton was,

329th the sable plumes. The tall slender figure, the
